COVER-UP

mstimtion s Beuit
on trust Detwern
those who emd
snd those wio
follow. Since sev.
elations of Gilbert
Gaotbe's comes
rocked Acmfixns
in astome 284,
chancery officwmis
have erecied 3
wall of wiewce,
offering scant ex-
planztion twm the
 Catbolic faittxtnl,

A twd o invesugaton v The
Times—omses on legal docwmens aud
interviews wzi & broad raxge of
sources, mclucing several with amive
knowliédge of the chancery's amer
workings—reweals 2 chain of evens in-
volving a tocx of seven priests acomsed
of sexual invaivements with yourtm, (o
most cases, Mshop Gerard Frex xnd
Mszr. H.A. Larroque hoew o the
priesis® sexosl problems and faies 1o
take stroog dsciplinary acion.

The b:sbo'c and vicar gepers” mve
engaged in 2 cover-up, however < nas

‘been 3 stramge one, wedded T 2
-monarchical comcept of power, dwerced
: from democranc principies. In refiung
“10 extend the mastoral hand 10 vemms®
families —-anc deal candidly wx the
laity and derge alike—Frey anc Larro-
‘que have ke msurance awyers dicawe
their stience. And in 2 crpelly xonic
"pwist, dlundess by those lawyers 1ave
- deepened the smin of scandal abous the
diocese. In rem dollar terms, the =over.
up has beer 1 disaster.

In humaz xems, the story of 2 Srutal
tragedy is emerging, being t0kd mxough
the contonrs of legal documesms and
many interviews. According 0 & Son-
sensus  of well-placed. ~sourems.  in-
cluding case workers in Vemmiion
Parish, Gibet Gauthe moleses at
jexzt 100 bows m his years 35 2 mnest,
Moreover, m New Ibenia durnyg the
mid-70s. Gauthe and’ Father Lane
Fonteoot 3ad sexual encountens with
four bovs iz a ring of comumon virims,
according ¢ sources in the two Svil
parishes. A damxzcs ‘suit IgAEC HOSE

bci:;lezx:t;cfan

ANATOMY OF A

The Diocese of Lafayette and its
moral responsibility for the pedophilia scandal

By <ASON BERRY

priests on demall of one wcuzy was
filed under protective senl lass fal

The Tomes 2as learned thas aother
prics:—-a cewe friend of Fooxmot's
since sermizay days at immacuata,
and wbo Sore held an mroriant
dioomsan POSTOn-—WAS SNt 10 3 Sorth-
ern treaimess certer last spemg. In-
formed sowr=es say he was removéd
some time ater there were remors of
sexual mvasements with acoescent
boys. Becazwe he is not legally sxarged
with sexual =fenses, The Timer 2o
not 10 divuige his idendv, =T r3-
tionalized s=ivacy by saying = meam

ing siogie mnd 0ot having 3 wife,”
says 2 sourse who knew him.

Yet anccmer priest has besr den-
tified by four well-placed souoss 23 a2
man whe aduced youngsie: n a
parish oexr _afayette. He asc once
held 3 diocman position, and w3 sent
off for wexzmen: ount-of-state = 1984,
Because de s not legally acmused or
sought for suestioning in knows itga.
gion, The Times has withheld =- iden-
tty. In 1985, however, he renormei t0 2
parisk in mmother Louisianz Jocese.
Reached by elephone at thax murch,
the priest s ““I do not wisk = e in.
terviewed. ™ The bishop of tha socese
declined ¢ e interviewed,

SANKING ON
. BLIND FAITH

“They kzew something was 1 with
Gautke,” 2 well-placed sowr= says,
**but they Zrought it would nowsr come
out. They =ought they could mcill the
fear in propie [who might soes.—~that
they wmm oo, that »
they were soomed. The artiouaer was,
*We doe't xave 10 say apvieng” They
feel they’r= impervious becamee of the
peopie’s faxh.™”

Diocesax sounsel Bob Wrigs:, citing
pending owil litigation, refomed The
Times® muevview requests wh the
bishop zac vicar general..Sc “ar, the!
bulk of $5.* million in damage—comy
pensating 13 children mmoxeg nine
families wcimized Dy Gemene—bas

bccnmxd:vdszcrm: combimacions of
seven insurince firms. Attormeys Raul
Bencomo and Paul Hebert segotiated |
for the plammtiffs. The diocose ras paid
1510 20 perzent of the sertiemerys,

A seres of delaying tacoey by in-
SUFADCE  ATOCDEYS has eroeed the
leverage of Frey and Lacwmque to
restore contidence in their stewardshin,

- Sources fxv the churchmen Lmg &g0-

wanted w settle the cases ang put the
scandal Schind them wer remain

poweriess defore the defense awyers,
who dexzanded silence of T,

As this ssue went to press. Xright
conceded 2 insurance lawwery and J.
Minos Sancn, sttomey for e Gastal
family, whove son was moiexed by
Gauthe in Eenry, were *{araper’"ona
negouater wetdement, Simor mid The
Times: ~1 om expecting 2 i, | wany
10 1wy mms case.’” Jury seiecuon is
siated for Teb. 3 in Abbeville (n the
even: az lth-hour agremsent is
reached—as n the last three Hebernt-
Bencome mits—-Simon’s cliemss stand
10 receive substantially more man the
$420.00C ~er vicim which =as been
paid ow x past settiernents.

Meanwxic, sight suits against
Gauthe, =¢ one involving Gathe and
Fontencr. and three accusey Father
Joha Eagmers of pedophiliz ronain in
HBugauon srought by various awyers.
The defesse das not acoepees iability
in o mses and the prmcription
issuew-wazmher the suwis wee fied
within a war of when the innumes were
susiained—s also unresolved.

THE FAILURE OF
FORGIVENESS

“Nothng i Gerard Frow: back-
ground propared him for this, Scion of
3 prospedus New Orlexms family,
he was mshop of Savamman, Ga.,
before meviacing the aging Bishop
Maurics Schexnayder in 1972, By ali
accousnts 1 shy man, Frey's pmiosophy
was 10 Smegate power across mid- and
lowerachrions of the diocmse and
otherwine zovern quictly. Iz ™e spirit
of Vancaz I, he encourage: greater
involvemet among lay people in
parish oouncils and  diocmwn  pro-
grams, cartcularly religions educa-

0.
Througs the late 19705, Frov rebied
on thex-Msgr. Jude 3Ipeyrer,

chzncder, and Alex Larrogue as vicar
geseral o handle daily affazs and ad-
vise ke, ‘When Speyrer becene bishop
of Laks Charles in 198C. Larroque
assumed an even greater pesiton of
imporumes, Sources sxy 3 change came
over Biscop Frey in the emcy 1980s.
His shwxess gave way w0 an aloof
detachrment, He now reporaesly spends
Jong srmches at hus faml's resort
Jcamp ix Bay St. Louts, Miss. Larroque
manzges e diocese”s daily 27airs and
iwmaszhcbuhopsakw-qo
“*Fres hate confmza:xons *
mh«mmuphxm *{"m zonvine-
ed the rshop knew all along about the
pedopiniia, but 1 doz’t thinx he knew
myocz.-v:y:om&cn o the past,
they called in people fwhem 2 priest
molestedd 3 youth], provides counsel-
g, made 3 settlement with me family,
swore theen 10 secrecy, and moved the

pries, [ think the bishop 4d a kot of
hings ™at were wrong M Toving peo-
pic reveatedly, He has 0 bdelieve a
pries: s being straight wax him when
be savs he'll behave, You don’t have
enougs priests 1o go arcend. He can't
autonmacically say, ‘I'm sending you
off for weatment.” ™

This ingrained pilosophy of
forpyeness—once 2 pros, always a
priesi--seemmns  incapabic of dealing
with acdictive pedophiles. who often
sanner admit that seducg youngsters
is wrong., Moreover, Fr=y and Lar-
roque’s handling of Gazme, Fontenot
and Exgbers runs counter 1o Article 28
of the Louisians Crimixa Code, which
definest acoessories after the fact as
*any person who, after the commis-
siog of a felony, shall bar~or, cooceal,
or aic e offender, kncwmg or having
any s=sonable ground = delieve thar
be s commitied the feiuony, and with
the imment that he may a0id Or escape
from  arrest, rial, coavicdoms or
pumsiment.””

Aczording 1o Oliver Fasuck, law pro-
fesser at Tulane Uneersity and 2
foramr federal prosecucsr. the statute

, “*does a0t require that = offender be

arvesed or convicted. What {2 super-
visors figure] knew and when be knew
R % 3 question of crismima! negligeace;
whar he should have «nown is the
reaim of civil negligence.™

ORGSO THE
COVER-UP
How much did diocesan officials

kno-mdbwmchdMW—up
the actions of the acused pricsis?

dn ovil depositions, Frey ssys be

Jesrzed in 1974 thar Geuthe schmitted
to “topure ouches™ with 2 boy m
Broussard the year befors; Gauthe pro-
mised him it would nox happen again.
In 1§76 Larroque ordiewed Gawmthe o
ser 3 psychiatrist after be kissed two
Abbeville boys in & cxeper. There was
oo meaningful foliew-up by e
hmnoery, nor was Gaarhe reported o
lxrw enforcement officals. And pow
pew nformation draws sharper focus
on that period, whex Gauthe and
Fonmmnot were in New Deris.
Ronald Lane Foomaot, born i
Eumre in 1946, way ordzined in
Laﬁvmemz}emb:: 1993, His first

Gueydan, howewer sourees  sxy
%otmé&':osmxmw
afwer hearing his cofession there.
Three years is the average sty for an
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RSSULAT PEROT. TN souwrss do not
know f Fomenor was repomed 1o the
chance while in Guevdan, Bux sfter
ondy six momtbs, in June 1976, he was
wansferred 10 Our Lady of Perpetaal
Help m New Iberia whes Gilbert
Gauthe bad been seducing atar doys
and other Kids on Caruping SIps.

in deposizion Msgr. Richard
Moutor of Abbeville says he was told
that Fr. Josepb Bourque, e New
Iberia PEOF, wrote to the chatoery
complamang about Gauthe.  Asked
about e jetter, Father Bowrzue told
The Tirmes @ “Any statemert 1 would
have 10 make would come trough the
chwcm office or the [diazwsan) at-
z.omcy

B a=ording to & New [hesa fami-
ly, ther repocted bothk moests for
molesting sitar boys. “'It wamn’t dut
sbout & mooth or 5o later tax [Bour-
quel transferved Father Caurmbe and
that otoer fooe], Father Lane Fon-
wenor, o of our church.™

Gautoe went 10 5t. Mary Magdalen
Parish = Abbeville, but conumued rela-
vonshioe with youngsters m  New
theria. As for Fontenot, he sed only
nige morshs in New Iberia, moving 1o
Cur Lam of Merey in Opmousas in
March 1577, There, says a st who
learned o 1t years later, “*he wmolesied
many ki Why was Fontenoz moved
out of New Ifberia so auwckly if
Bourque & not request #? Dnly the
bishop oxo move 3 pricst. In zoy event,
Lane Fauenot chimbed the diocesan
ladder. By 1982, as Priest in Taarge of
Spiritua. Development for the Locese,
he was pving Charismane Fmoss 10
Catholic wouth rallies. -

A diszzbing symmetry Bnix Gauthe
and Fornmnot in another way Iz 1975,
on recaxmmendaos of them-Msgr.
Speyrer, Frey named Gauthe SHocoesan
Boy Scoiz chaplain--while ne was in
New Iheax, and gfter Frov knew
Gauthe =a8 molested 2 20y In
Broussxz. Even if he delievez Gauthe
was cozz:a:zm: his urges, wIv put 3
man ke at in 2 posidon mvolving
Boy Scoms? If, a5 the parew siapms,
Fontenc: xft New Iberia beguse of
sexual musconduoct, why wou 2 man
like tha: 2 allowed 10 work s> losely
with youngsters in Lafayette” Zven the
philosopts of forgiveness wouis seem-
mgly be wmpered by prudenz @ per-
sonnel asmgnments.

Fomtenm, who lived at Our Lady of
Fatima, was husted out of Lateverte in
autumn 1983, six months afier Sauthe,
when 2z family accused mm of
molesting heir son. As reporud last
June, 3 seouement was reporesty paid
10 the ‘xmily. Fomtenot “nliowed
Gauthe 3= he Church-run Rouse of
Affirmauoe in 2 Boston sunad. In
1984, suil another priest, Fr Robert
Limnoges o5 for an undisclosmn treat.
ment ceme after families 1z Eunice
and Lafzveste complained 1= their
respective STt aUoIneys

TROUBLE WITH THE
LAWYERS

It is doumful whether thess svents
would heve become publich known

Nad the buaop inthe wake of Sauthe’s

June 30, 1983, suspension pome ime
mediately 0 Henry, told parshioners
what Gurhe had done. fwed 2
psychizmms: and offered themxmy 10
families wnk youngsters momsiad by
Gauthe. *“We never plammss on
suing.” the varent of one of e initial

famibes sxvs, “We just wemed delp
for o chikiren, and we wanted
Churcr >5cigls 10 come o with us
and el sverybody what was what, To
this dxv they haven't done . That's
whar fhurs 3o much.””

fnsrenz. lawyers were calisd in W
represes the Chureh insuwwors. The
classic aefense in high-dollar damages
bugauor s to delay, negomxie, and
keep evemihing under wraps, This ap-
proact meided with the omancery'’s
strategr  of silence on sex abuse,
however = is unclear wheber the
lawyer: marned how much Frey and
Larrocue koew about other priests.
Four ew QOrleans autornews formed
the defense team: Thomas Rayer,
counse. t“:r: the Archdiocess Robert
Leake. Tmaries Schumidr, ans Gordon
Johnsor. representing insurars. They
Bave riventedly declined 7he Times”
intervies Toquests.

Afte nosed-door negotianons with
Bencome over the first nine Gauthe
victims e defense in Jime 1984
agreed o $4.2 million selements,
That, nrwever, was done witnout ever
taking oewosivons of Dr, Edward
Shwery me psychologist wao wroté
the dozmen: analyzing e sexual
abuse, > Dr. Kenneth Bouildon, the
therapis Teating the boys.

1 wma there's 2 fecling tmar they
gave the zzrt away before the norse,”
Wnghs s The Times recercy.

After I Minos Simon ook over the
Gastals” g, the defense faces 2 more
radical asversary, yet the legrl serim-
maging was marked by procedural
fumbies mening a swath for Simon's
steame . ey, In Ris dizzovery
phase—z=z period of pre-tris ques-
tdoning — lawyers of prospective
witnesse, > gain information for later
use iz conm--Simon demande: Sles on
27 priess “cgz:dmg their sexzal con-
duct. Tne aefense ense lawyers, insead of
mounun: = agsrv:sszvc couniz-atnack
10 prow== the reputanions o other
priests, ‘rlmd 10 seal the document and
continuss wiaving for time. The list
was enurzs 25 2 cowrt dommment,
availabis 1> reporiers. No Church
represenizove 100k 10 the rowaves
challengmmz Simon's bold chargss. Nor
did the msurance lawyers apmear 10
take the iamgatons about other pncs:s
very semosasly. Leake calles i “2
fishing evmedition.”

At 2 Jzmeary hearing in Abseville 1o
argue e mauer nobody fur the
defense monwed up--at the very keast,
an act o “zuliy representation for both
Church oo insurance cliens. They
missesd & peaning on another maner
called 30 mexr request some wme later,
and oo Cr= 11, 1985, when the Gastal

. boy's st Dr. Lyle Lelorgne,

accompames Simon 10 2 denosition
schedules = Wright's office. onee
again the ::..“ew: did Bot show up.
Mmhe— Zeogance Of incpuinde ex-
plains sumr behavior, the o= result
worsene: mrospects for a nspouated
seniemens = the Gastal sult, And 10 an
atornes Lxs Simon, it had the =ect of
waving = ~=z flag in fron: of 2 zmarging
bull. _

As Srmor’s aggressive discovery

wrode derss Yo outline the dirvensions

of the peammniBa probiem in the Socese
last yexr Frey ansd Larrogue had
another lxrxe 10 contend witk it ar.
torney Yooy Fontana, whowe chemts,
the Buwzus sisters, were clamoring 10
have Famer John Engbers rexowved
from Lormn They alieged thar Engbers

L4

¢ mokered them when Doy were

childrer o D mid-1950s. Lise defense
fawyerss Frey and Lx:toquc
stalled bzt m 2 fashion
criming! peghgence: for agic m:hs
they ot 2z accused child moesier re.
main o the parish in Leros without
teliing pavishioners or law enfwcemnent
1n June, Judge Bradiord Ve ruled
Simon hmd discavczy nights = Ses oo
pedophine priests. This pompred
dr:fensc antoraey Lclkc s werbal

2ge had hern munense. Mor souress
weve leagsng information, the Sme 10
The Tirnee, Of the priests narmes in this
arucle, omly Fontenot appexrs on
Simon’s .

Still the defense delayed. Sright, 2
veteran pacnnifs” aitorsey, mad Jong
advocates a Hadility stipuizuoe while
Leake wwmsted. Iromically, Wright
became e point man for reporers in
Lafayers When it fimally zeme, the
written stipulation dissezisifed
Simone-nd Heberr and Benmomo on
their casse. Simeon attacked agzen, this
tme after 2 young man canoe o his of-
fice with alegadons ageinst ¥, Lloyd
Hebert of DOpelousas. The mar wanied
Fr. Hebrm removed. Simon sxuwed 3
subpoens 1o depose Hebert, and when
thar hapmened Wright stipuxeed 10
Lability = open court u the =od of
June, ensmp Simon’s .discovey once
and for 2l saving the priest >om be-
ing depossz, Hebert eft Opetsas 20
Bive with r=atives.

Al the =d of July, Father John
Engbers. e seventh priest = this
diocese azmsed of sexual misodoct,
fied 10 Boland.

By mic-punumn, Gauthe has gone 10
prison b the scandal whicr began
with revesons about his musoaduct
had become 2 seemingly bomomless
pit. The msurors were paymr large
sums 10 Heber-Beocomo clmmis in

Catec sertiements, but woh the
. G mse AWYers 100K T THOKE
agszasxvt s2p of deposing the serents
and child 1 decide how much e suf-
{ering war worth. At the bt of
Simon's e is the isue of =onsor-
fum--hos Cauthe's sexual mmasions
altered the family’s Bie: the nov, his
relationshz 1o the parents, the fxmily's
bond 10 = Church.

FONTANA ON THE
OFFENSIVE

Tony Faziapa has six Gaume suits
for whicy 1he insurors howe pot
stipulatec  Zadility: hs dusovery
powers remmrin open. With the Zxmghers
suits, he faoms 3 steep incline on the
time pressmpton msue. A lsvout
Catholic. x= savs: ] feel besrresd by
Frey and _arrogue. 'm not soe i
want stpwzioe, because ther [ bave
10 prove Lasilitv—-how much P and
Larrogque woew. The damages o these
cases ars going 0 coms rom
outrage--no. that Gauthe moested
kids--bu: B Frey knew zbout
Gauthe iz 1978 FM
fiied 2 mouon 10 unseal IWO DS O
his Gauthe victims, clegring oz way
for depostuans of Frey, Larroooe and
others.

When Fosuaxna filed interrogzmories
on the Engoers sase earber this mouh,
he effectiven began where Simor Jefs
off. Hearmes op this matter #nf the

conwrovergal question  of proxrip-
tion--woezher, many yexs after
sisters bave litigable clamrs—are
schedulez for Feb. 10 in Lxfzyene.
Earlier =his month Fomtzra 1Sed
another szt oo beball of teo Lake
Charies ssters, Brenda Axndrepont
Gosserr xnd  Judy Asndrepoxx Tish,
pow adakis, who claim Exgbers
molested shem when they were Zhikdiren
in the oxrdy 19505, A third suit on
behalfl of 3n unnamed minor sxild bas
also been et againg Engbers aod the

WHERE WILL IT
END?

of monex. dorens of youngse=s have
been moisued and many famiies bit-
:m'tth'azbcchamysmwbq

Lafayette Hocesan parishes. The sex-
ual map 2 their movements miudes
Br roi. New Iberia, Asveville,
Herry, Esher, Lake Charles, Louisa,
Opelousss. Lafayeute, Ezpice,
Gueydan. Sanser, and Leroy. OF them,
only Gaurne is known 1o hxwe been
suspendec. and even he has nX been
formally axfrocked.

bishop aps wvicar geperal? Wix have
they rcsg-‘. candid dislogue wih the
laity anf; s pastors begun the xezling

in one sense, the Gwrchmer acted
as their w—adition suggestes. The
Catholic Thurch is governez by a
monarchiox sensibility. Apporad by
the pope. sach bishop is effzmively
regent of = diocese. Lay peome can-
not impensz a bishop or ¢iec 2 new
one. The Aposiolic Delegxz—the
Yatican's ambassador in
Washins:m——wts for the pope i

2 new bigh who reces when
tbey%:rhym?i‘"ﬁcym e S
i1oe wracoangs of this monz=hical
structure myve for generations deex 3
saurce of prade 1o Catholics, whe =ad-
tionally chersh the milies of chrshes,
the splendsr of choral masses x Ad-
vent and & Exster. The bishops = their
robes of wmered silk, Bke promis in
bright vesoments of the seasoms. om-
body sacred Muks 10 a spiritual Eneage
spanning 29 senturies.
rebed on 2 wovalist defense by muring
themselves Srom the truth, Bx the
cover-up was doomed to shatier 5o a
collision cmrse with democran. the
aomsysw::wda:‘recpras The msne
around winsh all others pivor x the
rights of cididren. And i this mmspect,
the Churcr bemrayed her own hassoric
commitmer 1 the sancrity of famlies,
Frey and Laroque never realizel ther,
Instead ther bedd fast 1o 2 notine hat
“the Chur=™ must be saved Tom
scandal. Bis the Church 5 not marble
and morur. 1 i 3 communty of
faithful pesoie bonded by an exuds of
human digery. In their myopia o Two
icaders bemmme wuly umgic Dpores,
shifting the focus to themselves. amd
when othery who knew too muss felt
outrage mozni, the wall of sience
began 1o z=ack. Even now, iooking
through the agged holes, 2 wribie
Question remaans: why did it fpoen
here? F .



