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- The Tragedy of
Gilbert Gauthe

hen young Father Gilbert
Gauthe began  secrctly
molcsting a boy in
Broussatd in 1972, he set
in motion a decade-long
tragedy the details of
which are orly beginning
to surface. Atissuein the
final stages of this tragedy arc the
troubled lives of dozens of Acadiana
families, millions of dollars in damages
claims and the responsibility of the
Roman Catholic Church's Lafayette
Diocese for the actions of one of its
priests.

The fate of Gilbert Gauthe—who
has admitted under cath 1o sexually
molesting 37 youngsters in hundreds of
incidents while a priest in Broussard,
New Iberia, Abbeville and Henry—will
ultinistely be played out in the courts.
Gauthe was indicted last October in
Lafayette on 11 counts of aggravated
crinies against nature, 11 counts of
committing sexually immoral acts with
minors, one count of aggravaied
rape (sodomizing a boy under the age
of 12) and 11 counts of crimes of por-
nography involving juveniles, through
pornographic photo sessions. Lafa-
yctte defense attorney F. Ray Mouton
has entered a plea of not guilty by
reason of insanity on behalf of Gauthe.
The trial is expected tor the fall. Mean-
while, Gauthe is undergoing treatment
in a Connecticut psychiatric facility.

Beyond the criminal indictment, the
Lafayetie Diocese and a number of in-
surance companies have, in out-of-
court scttlcments, already agreed to
payments of at least $4.2 million to
familics ol nine of Gauthe's viclims in
Venmilion Parish. Plaintiffs attorneys
Raul Bencomo and Paul Hebert re-
fuse to confirm or deny the amounts or
terms of the individual sctticmenis.
Fleven additional suits have been filed
by other viclims for ctaims of approxi-
mately $114 million. But these claims
represent vnly a minority of victims. A
veil of cecrecy shrouds this tragedy,
and only sketchy details have bcen
revealed so far.

It would be casy for a community o
shield itsclf from these painful
-realities, to isolate Gauihe, as a terrible
aberration, from the Church whose
veoalimonts e wore aml 1 i andy
from the victims and their families as
painful reminders of something better
forganien  Bat the price of blindiess
conn Yoo Bededy bandoss}
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National experts interviewed by The
Times are unanimous in saying
children victimized by sexual molesta-
tion neced hielp. A sex abuse researcher
for the U.S. Senate Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations in
Washingtion, Bruce Seicraig, told The
Times: **Many (victimized) kids are
walking around with a time bomb in-
side them, feeling incredible guilt.
There aren’t many victims who aren't
affected for a long time.””

Dr. David Finklehor of the Universi-
ty of New Hampshire, author of two
books on child sexual abuse, told The
Times: **It is important to stress that
the facts of sexual abuse can be
scvere—depression, flashbacks, suicide
attempts, psychosis. Long-term im-
pacts are incvitable for everybody.””

Passages of a psychologist’s report
evaluating Gauthe's younger victims
characterize the situation as *‘of such a
magnitude that it almost defies descrip-
tion or classification.”’ (The Times did
not have access to the tull report.)

The real impact of Gauthe's sexual
pluader will be with us for years.
Several children
have undergone
therapy at special-
ized treatment facilities. Some are
wracked by recurrent nightmares. An
adolescent victim who ran afoul of the
law spent time in a parish jail. (Experts
say anti-social behavior often stems
from such trauma.) And victims who
suffered as children are not healed by
time alone. Another of Gauthe's
earliest victims, now in his 20s, is
undergoing therapy for his traumatic
childhood memories.

The parents of Gauthe's victims
have also paid a tremendous human
price. The destruction of innocence can
radically alter the bond between father
and son, between mother and child—
and, not infrequently, put stress on the
relationship between  parents
themscelves. And yet, those who have
come forward, secking financial com-
pensation for their agony, have suf-
fered criticism by others in their com-
inunity, “'who™ perhaps do ot under-
stand the depths of their suffering or
the severity of Gauthe’s crimes. The
law clearly allows financial redress in
LAsen s b s Lhese

Under Louisiana law, the penalty for
aggravated rape of a child uwnder 12 is
lite imprisonment at hand labor.

Fhoneonglinonn thie vacd o hinly ot svepla,

A Perspective

the courts have gone 10 great lengths to
protect the anonymity of victims, as re-
quested by attorneys Bencomo and
Hchert. The Times is in complete
agrecment with this principle and has
not sought out these young victims
during its investigation. We do not
belicve the public is scrved by knowing
their namces. Neverthcless, interviews
with sources well-placed in the unfold-
ing litigation convince us there are still
walking time bombs ticking. Adoles-
cents or young men who have not come
to terms with victimization earlier in
life may still be suffering—in need of
treatment.

But victims are in an agonizing
quandry: Guilt haunts their memories,
yet if they come forward, communities
may well view them as symbols of a
reality too harsh to contemplate or as
harsh critics of a cherished institution.
Fear of the reaction of friends and
neighbors is a compelling reason not to
confess their victimization. The victim
is victimized again.

The Acadiana community has also
suffered under the veil of secrecy that
surrounds the case
of Gilbert Gauthe.
Although Bishop

Gerard Frey has issucd several general
pastoral statements about the Gauthe
case, no Church authority has talked
specifically about it with the media. It
seems the legal exigencies of insurance
compaines outweigh the more visceral
needs of a community to discuss the
matter with full knowledge of the
facts—to have a catharsis and wipe the
slate clean.

In response to The Times’ request
for interviews with Bishop Frey and
Msgr. Henri Larroque, the diocesan
vicar general, Lafayctte attorney Bob
F. Wright wrote: “‘My clients are in-
hibited by contractual inswrance ar-
rangements to do nothing which might
jeopardize the insurers’ rights of
defense . . . . A press intcrview on the
matlers in litigation could result in the
Church and its officials being denied
insurance coverage. This cannot be

—Tisked tven though-it - may scem to you
that | am being arbitrary in refusing to
authorize the requested interview.

**Please be assitred that the Church
atnd W3 of 11 ials haveBways been con-
cerncd about the interests of the in-
dividuals and families affected and are
wied will contlinne 1o do all things possi-
blee, Qosghy bogally il amsenbly, 1 4m-

tify—mitigate any damages and to pro-
tect as best it can against any future
recurrences.”’

The Church may be acting respon-
sibly as a business by accepting the
muzzle of its insurers’ right to defense.
But spiritual reconciliation occupies a
realm above ‘‘contracival insurance
agreements’ and the logic of litigation.
In spite of attorney Wright's assur-
ances of the Church’s desire to mitigate
damages, last summer a request by
families who had received settlements
to meet with Bishop Frey on a weekend
retreat was denied. The diocese and its
insurers feared the bishop wculd be
placed in an untenable position vis-a-
vis new lawsuits.

Both Bishop Frey and Msgr. Lar-
roque, however, have given sworn
statements in pre-trial proceedings. in
The Times'’s report, quotations from
the bishop and vicar general, unless
otherwise indicated, come from depo-
sitions. Likewisc the words of Gilben
Gauthe himself. Al the time he was
deposed, Gauthe had been undergoing
treatment for a year.

We believe the Gauthe case bears
serious scrutiny for other rcasons. Sex-
ual abuse of children has become a
mounting national issue. Across
America, reports of incest and
molestation by carciakers of young
people are on the rise. It is also a prob-
lem of the Caholic Church -outside
of Louisiana. Other cases involving
priests who molested youngsters in
California, Oregon, Idaho and Wis-
consin have recently been reported.
What steps arc being taken to assure
Catholics that such crimes are being
forcefully dealt with inside the
Church? How have bishops respond-
ed? And what can we learn from these
troubling cvenis?

These are painlul questions for any
publication to rwise and answers do
not come easily. We believe that
citizens of Acadiana, a historically
Catholic region, dz<erve a full account-
ing. Our reporscr began his investiga-
tion more than three months ago. Our
prayer is that the ~1ws heginning this
week will establish .hc facts necessary
1o an understanding ot the full scope of
thiy seanal tnagedy  andd, fooking be
yond that, will help heal the wounds
and foster a e .cconciliation be-

tween the diocese and its pevple
(O RUEIRL L]
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By JASON BERRY

s Wo days before Christmas, 1977,
i Gilbert Gauthe became pastor of
_§St. John'’s church in Henry, a tiny
town in the rice belt of Vermilion
Parish. The Catholic Church is
bedrock here; for generations,
farmers raised families in the faith
of their forebears. And the
32-year-old priest seemed solidly
one of theirs. He was a lean man
with dark hair and two visible
passions: the wilderness and
children. Flocks of youngsters
followed him on outings to the
marsh. His attentiveness to
children impressed many mothers.
Grown men respected his love of
guns and laughed at the story of
Father Gauthe, perched in the
church belfry, shotgun in hand,

: blasting geese in low flight on
foggy dawns.
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He was popular for other reasons. In  at a camp in the marsh as his weekend
—~Tuncral sermons he could be positively guests. He was chaplain of the
spellbinding. After intercepting police  diocesan Boy Scouts and the Biddy
messages on a high-powcred radio, he Basketball team in Abbeville. Wealthy
would race 10 the scene of accidents of- women, he has said, routinely gave him
fering help. Onee he saved a man's lifc  moncy. Although his salary was little

by pulling him from an upended tiug-  more than $7,000 a year, Gauthe
tor. claimed in sworn statements that he
And always there were the children, earned closer 10 $18,000 yearly because
monily boys, playing m the rectory or  of parishioners' gencrosity. Such was
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the surface of life and faith at St. Joh
the Evangelist in the years of F:\

Gauthe.

Revelations

Behind his priestly persona the real
Gilbert Gauthe was a pedophile—a
man sexually fixated on children. This
is one of the darkest manifcstations of
human sexuality, a psychological con-
dition little studied until recemly. Cen-
turies ago it was called *‘the king's
disease’’ because only 2 monarch could
engage in it with impunity. Pedophilia
assaufts society’s fundamental notions
about innocence. For what can be
more innocent than a child?

One trait found in many, though not
all pedophiles, is a history of sexual
victimization in their own youth.

Dr. John Money, a pioneering
psychotherapist at Baltimore's Johns
Hopkins University Hospital, has
treated many sex offenders. **Most
pedophiles 1've come acrons,’” he told
The Times, *"are people who fall in
love with children. There's something
distinctly childlike in pedophiles:
Psychosexual age does not keep pace
with chronoiogical age.””

Two classics of children’s litera-
ture—Alice in Wonderland and Peter
Pan—~—were writien by pedophiles,
Lewis Carroll and J.H. Barne. Both
tales create a child-lik. faniasy world.

Gauthe's twisted (antasy world
demanded children for gratification.
He drew most of his victims from the
ranks of sltar boys. They trained ia
rituals of the mass at ages 7, 8 and 9.
And he drew them inio acts of sex.
Some successfully cebuffed his ad-
vances; more did not.

In a deposition taken last October by
Lafayettc attorncy J. Minos Simon,
who represents one victim's family ina
civil suit, Gauthe said his victims
aumbered **3S, 36, 37, something like
that.”” But Abbeville lawyer Paul
Hebert, who began legal proceedings
against the church on behalf of victims
in 1983, belicves otherwise. He cites a
report by Dr. Kenncth Bouillion, a
Lafayetie psychologist who screened
victims at Hebert's request. Bowilion
declined to be interviewed, but Hebert
told The Times thati, based on
Bouillion’s report, **Our suspicion is
that the number of victims Gauthe
molested 1n his career as a priest could
well exceed 70 children, many of whom
are now over 18.""

Why did it 1ake so long—more than
10 years—before Gauthe was stopped?
Consider his role in those young lives:
He was a man before whom they saw
their parents kneel, showing deference,
receiving communion; 3 man to whom
parent and child alike conlessed sins; 2
guest at family dinners; a surrogate
father and figure of consummate
authority.

*All of the incidences,"" Gauthe said
under oath, ‘*had, more or less, the
same pattern where [ got to know onc
of the children. and, you know, they
would come over to the house a few
times, and then there would be just
some wrestling or tickling or something
like thai, and then_ there’'d be some

Louisiana journalist Jason Berry &8
the author of Amazing Grace, which
chronicles the civil rights impact on
Mississippi politics. A Cuthalic, heis 8
graduate of Jesuit High School in New
Orleans and Georgetown University.
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molesting, and then from that point on
we'd go into the sexual activny ... ."°

Gauthe commitied sodomy in carly
hours before mass, introduced oral
sex n the confessional, in the sacnisty,
and he showed his young victims video
1aped pornography. He took hundreds

ot istant snapshots, which he clanns
1o have destroyed. and instigated sex
games.

But like countless other pedophiles,
he also hnew how 1o reach children in
fess threatemng ways—culnvating
themn as (riends, comphmenting them,
letting them play in the rectory, foster-
ing nonions thai sex was lun by lettng
them play video gaines atier sexn—
rewarding  them  for  obedience 10
Father.

Who s Gilbert Gauthe and how
vould he have become a priest?

Roots of the Tragedy
Gauthe was born in 1945 1a Napole-

Behind his priestly persona the
real Gilbert Gauthe was a
pedophile—a man sexually
fixated on children. Centuries
ago the affliction was called
“the king’s disease’’ because
only monarchs could engage in
it with impunity.

onville, a small town in Assumption
Parsh, soft sl along the curve of
Bayou Lafourche. He was the cldest of
aght children in a family of modest
means. His father was a farmer, and as
a buy Gilbert followed the seasons,
hunuing and (ishing, camping as a Boy
Scout. The ongins of his pedophilia
may lie in his childhood.

In deposition he spoke of his own
molestation: **Both boys were two or
three years older than 1. The first time |
was 9 or 10 years old and the second
time | was a senior in high school.”’ He
said he had sex wath the first boy **on
two occasions . . . and once with the
second,’”” whom he described as
**closer to 2I."*

Gauthe graduated from Assumption
High in Napoleonville and from there
went to USL, entering Immaculata
Seminary in Lafayette three years later
in 1965. A calling to the pnesthood is a
major decision, yet Gauthe's sworn
statements reveal a remarkable am-
bivalence: **As far as why | was enter-
ing, | was very unclear on that myself.
I had heard about the seminary all my
life and really didn't know that much,
so | decided 10 go in. I didn't really
have any kind of commument 10 the
priesthood: it was more curiosity.’*

A siately Colomal structure on
Breaux Bridge Highway, Immaculata
(closed in 1977) began as 3 munor
serminary in 1948; four ycars of high
school, two of college. From there, the
normal progression was to Notre
Dame. a major seminary in New
Orleans, for completion of college
work and a masters of divinity.

In 1968, after Gauthe had advanced
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to Notre Dame, Fr. Vinceni O'Con:
became rector of Immaculara. MX\
Manist priest now in his 705 and living

in New Orleans, O'Connell would meet
Gauthe sometime later. But his reflec-
tions on Immaculaia open a window
on the problems at the Lafayette
seminary during Gauthe's time there.

Upon arrival, O'Conneil found a
community dJivided by personality
disputes and questions of discipline.
Age was onc problem: Older
seminarians taking courses at US!. had
greater freedom than those of high
school age, who were subjected to
stricter supervision. *‘There was no
uniformity of policy,” O'Connell ex-
plains of the facility. He says priests
differed on approaches (o spiritual and
academic development of the semi-
narians. -

O'Conncil, who entered seminary in
1926, realized thar sevial and cultural
complexitics were at work. He felt
students required more than just
religious attention. If a seminarian
showed signs of serious stress, says
O'Connell, **he needed a psychiatrist
for direction.'’ Bishop Schexnayder,
an elderly man, resisted the idea.
O'Connell continues: **l told him it
was 100 important to run the institu-
tion without that resource. The faculty
agreed. It was obvious thai, besides
normal emotional and intellectual
development of students, there were
two main appetites. One was food and
drink; the other is called sex, but it's
really the appetite for procreation.
When this is not allowed in normal cir-
cumstances, it mast be dealt with."*

The bishop relented. O'Connell

hired a psychiatnst who counseled the
students. In time, he says, six can-
didatcs were dismivwsed for showing
homosexual proclivitics. O'Connell's
approach prefigured psychological
screeming procedures adapied in inany
seminaries across America in the ‘70s
to gauge the overall stability of future
priests.
. Concern over homosexuality was not
the sole force behind these changes:
rather, rectors began embracing
modern psychological practices as a
complement to their own judgments
about men moving 1oward ordination.
The Jesuits in New Orleans use the
Minnesota Multi-Phasic  Personality
Inventory in their bauery of standar-
dized tests (o determine general fitness
of novitiates today.

Gauthe graduated from Notre Dame
before such tests were administered.
But his performance in New Orleans
hardly suggested the capabilities of a
good parish priest. He failed several
courses including **Ethics’” and **The
Sacrament of Pcnance’ and twice fail-
ed his masier of divinty exams. He
eventually raised his grades to passing
level. But an earlv evaluation, outlin-
ing problems that would surface later,
is a study in ambiguiiy:

**He has done pasioral work at Little
Flower (church) which has been
satisfactory. As a radio ham and Scout
leader he has perhaps over-extended
himselfl in a compulsive fashion. He

shows littte humor and worries others. ——

At times he secms threatened and not
quite with it, and has drawn some
question about his judgment.
However, he is steady, constant, and
was ordained subdeacon on January
16, 1971."°

At the end of the year, Gauthe was

Ny
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ordained a priest in St. Ann's Church
in Napolconville, where years before
he made s first communion.

A former seminanan who  knew
Gauthe at Notre Dame told The Times,
1 owas not surprised when | read all
thin [news of Gauthe's indiciment|.
Galbert wever ie'l hung  around
anvone e patteul. o 1 got the impres-
sion he was veny popubar with tanuhes.
Cal was cally a dharsmang person Jor
those hMids - s ancradible, the more
sou think about 0 ™

Anather Note Danie senunanan
sivs Goatithe st s e wih o
busetar alaim, an obsession that grew
m o bater vans N Ehe rectory in Henry,
Gauthe insiallcd Furelar bars over the
wandows and doors cnd can oodhichts
avtoss the e

o deposinon with attormes Sunon,
Ganhe stated e molested three bovs
e s Dt assec et Jas 8 peiest i
A church ounng
e caand Ile several parenis con-
fromrad ham, he <o Thoy sapiy
ashaed e it | had boen mvolved with
any ol the duldien.” he stated, ““and |
sad, CYos And 1 ashed them of they
waould hiclp me tind a good pavehi-
e N Lady aade an appomtment
tor m. " \d,”” he saad, 1 siply
hept " Gauthe sind the parents pad
for these sessions, which fasted several
months and that he did not report them
to Church superions.

Gauthie desenibed  his  therapy as
“hhe an assovinon with epulase
wdeas. 1eall it shock but not clecrral.
Just that he would have me imagine,
you hnow, like the cmbarrassment,
things hke¢ thar. He wanted me to think
abont 1hat as o satcenand, as a heeping
sull Nad b went along wath the game.™
The sessions did not cure Gauthe's
pedophilia.

The nent year, 1973, Gerard Frey
became  bishop  of the Tatavette
Diocese. A native New Orleanian who
entered the saminary in high school, he
win previonly the bishop o Savan-
nah. Ga [n 1973 he transterred Gauthe
10 a pansh in New Ibena. In depos-
non. the bishop explained Gauthe's
transter: ** There were twa sisters i the
Pt whao were pushing the cause af
the cane ficld workers. He [Gauthe]
took thair side and the pastor 100k the
other side, and there was a clash ol per-
sanabaey, '

s not the memory of others in
Bro... ard in V72,

The Times spoke with iwo nuns
orgamang canc field workers in
Broussard in 1972, They arc no loager
i Touniana. Lhey sy Gauthe's ac-
tivaties troubled Broussard clergy carly
on. Gauthe called o boy om of
pasohial school dass one day. One
nun savs anoihier sister 1odd her one

aardd o 1972

curiosity.”

A calling to the priesthood is a
major decision,
sworn statements reveal a
remarkable ambivalence: “As
far as why I was entering, I
was very unclear on that
myself. I didn’t really have any
kind of commitment to the
priesthood: It was more

yet Gauthe’s

v alter ane such aall, *God
forgise me lor what 1 thought when
[the bay)] returned ta class and | saw
the expression on s fage.”* The sisters
mde o rule neser to allow daldren 1o
lease sehool grounds 10 go 1o the
rectory

11 most people were like me, "' says
the nun, “*when they hecame suspic-
ious, they were stlrand 1o falsely accuse.
I noticed how he'd have litde boys
spend Faday and Saturday mights 1n
the rectory [where he lived alone.| |
thought, how inappropriatc—but also
how sad. that a man would depend on
the companionship of children. The
more ! worricd abaut it, I felt caueht

“hetween my growing suspicion and the
need 1o bring the matier to others. ™

The pastor, Rev. Joseph Kemps. was
an old Duichman who lived in his own
house. The nun says Kemps **had utier
diviespeat™  tor Gauthe and  com-
plamned o1 **lus theotogy being so vhal-
low. Father Kemps complained that
Gauthe was not smart and didn't zet
good seminary traming.”’

By that ume, O*Conncll had left Im-
maculata and was organizing
Broussard sugar cane workers i a
struggle lor betier wages. The sisters
sided with the workers, opposed by
planters and mill owners. Another nun
says she ashed O’Conncll  about
Gauthe's *problem,” and recalls “he
responded e such g way as 10 imply
that the rumors were truc. | presumed
[Gauthe's] change in assignmeni {to
New fbena) was one way in which the
bishop was handling the sivanon.”*

O’Conncll does not remember
specifics of the conversation with the
nun about Gauthe. He says he did not
broach the subject with Bishop Frey.

The memory of former Broussard
clergy concerning the sugar cane con-
troversy s at variance  with  the
bishop's. According 10 O'Connell and
the nuns, rather than siding with them,
Gauthe opposed their labor orgamiz-

ing=—t0 the the poat of denouncing
them at one mecting. At another
mecning, a4 mill owner jotted dawn
flicense tag numbers of cars outside and
shook his st i a sister’s face. *That
same proup,t O'Connell explains,
“deaded they were going to take her
out as prncipal ol the school and put
Gauthe in."" At that, they failed.

**Gauthe never should have been or-
damced,” O'Connell vays. 't haew he
had a problem. As far as his being
gay—being cffeminate, that was com-
mon knowledge. But the iwo things are
not nevessanly wdentified with the ac-
tive part of it. | don't know of it being
reported at all. | doubt if many knew
he was fhomosexually active]. Those in
authorty, what they knew, | don't
know." .

Father Kemps is now deceased.

In 1974 the church hicrarchy first had
Gatthe™s misconduct brought to its at-
tenhon. Bshop Frey has stated in
dceposition, ** A young man stopped me
and 10ld me he had been counseling a
young man who had cmotional prob-
lems and in the course of counsceling
he'd found out that he had a sexual
—homosexual contact with Gauthe.**

The bishop said his source **seemed
10 be disturbed by the thing and |
didn’t want to pursue it with him."
The bishop confronted Gauthe. **This
wis wlhile he wis in New lberia. |
tatked to Gauthe, and he admatted that
he had made a nustake, that he had
been guilty of imprudent touches with
this young man, that it was an isolated

Charles. The bishop said in deposition
that the job involved office work and
little contact with hoys in the troops.

While in New Ibena, Gauthe shared
the rectory with several other priests.
In deposition he said he molested six
boys in the parish—""1n the sacristy,
my bedroom and the motor home
camper.’’ He also stated, **No pricst
cver confronted me."’

10 1976, at the end of his ihree-year
term in New lberia, Gauthe became
assistant pastor at St. My Magdalene
parish . Abbeville. The day he ar-
rived, several boys frmn New fhenia
helped him move into his room on the
ground floor of the reciorv shared
with three other pricsts.

Again n 1976, Gauthe's behavior
came to the attention of other clergy.
According 1o depaositions,  Magr.
Richard Mouton, the Abbeville pastor,
met with two parishioners who com-
plained that Gauthe had licked their
sons on the checks in his camper.
Mouton called Msgr. Henrr 1 arrogue,
vicar general of the Lafayette Diocese,
wha said Gauthe should recerve treat-
ment.

Mouton contronted Gauthe.
Moutan has stated Gauthe saidd, **1 am
not a homosexual.”” *Well," sad
Mouton, **whatever you are, you'll
have 10 go for treatment.”’

Gauthe remaincd active as an Ab-
beville priest while secing Dr. David
Rees, a Lafavetic psychiatrist, for six
scssions culiminating in February 1977,
The diocese pad the bill. Mouton
never inquired of Gauthe about his
treatment. Asked why by attorney
Simon in deposition, he replied: **1 am
trained as a pricst 10 forget sins.**

Mouton did take two prudent steps:
He forbade Gauthe 1o have youngsters
in the rectory, and he moved his
bedroom 10 the upper floor. Mean-
while, Gauthe continucd camping trips
and outings with boys. He also traveled
1o Puerto Rico with the Biddy Bashci-
ball team.

Of his second set of therapy sessions,
Gauthe stated: **1 downplayed and ac-
tually lied 10 both the psychiatrist and
Monstgnor Monton. | made it seem
like it was not as serious as n reully
was.'"

No Church superior contacted Dr.
Rees 1o check on the progress of

case, incident, that it would never hap-~ Gauthe's therapy. Only after Gauthe's

pen again,’’ he said.

Gauthe continued his career as a
priest.

The (ollowing year, 1975, Bishop
Frey appomnied Gauthe chaplain of the
diocesan Boy Scouts. The sctual
recommendation for Gauthe's ap-
pointment came [rom Msgr. Jude
Speyer who was then diocesan chan-
cellor. He is now bishop of Lake

1983 suspension from the priesthood
did the bishop confer with the
psychiatrist. The bishop has stated he
had feht such an inquiry would violate
physician-client confidentiality, a
privilege analogous 1o the seal of the
confessional.

How did the Church chain of com-
mand function in monitoring Gilbert
Gauthe? By 1976 he had been a priest
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ment, Larroque said he did not make a
formal inquiry but had spoken with
Gauthe about the Abbeviile incident
and his therapy. Larroque, however,
said he remembered little of the con-
versation. 'l simply presumed the mat-
ter had been covered by the doctor,”
he stated.

Simon wanted to know if it was
unusual for children 10 sleep in rec-
tornies. Larroque answered: “*No, it is
certainly not unusual (0 have guests in
the rectory under any circumstances. It
would not be unusual to have young
people or adults to slecep at the

o pan T
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therapy terminatcd with Rees, Gauthe
was summoncd to the chancery to
discuss a new post with the bishop. *°1
have some very difficult problems with
authority figures, 1o put it frankly,”
Gauthe said. “*1'd shake in my boots
every time | owould go im0 the
ractory.”” He told Frey he was prepared
for the new posinon, and on Dec. 23,
1977, became pastor of Si. John's
church in Henry. He fined alone in the
reciory tor the nevt hine and a half
years with hatie bovs  as  frequent
guests.

He v . WJTY, very umque person,”t
the bshap has siared. ““He's got 4 sort
of Dr. tekyiland Me. Hyde personality

. .and be certamiv decaived me.”’

Bui on Apeil &, 1980, a letter vgned
**Concerned Parnshioners of St. john's
Parish™ went 1o Frey, complaining
abour Gauthe  The letter read:
“hather's howse bevamie 3 second
home 10 4 bumh ol Abbeville boys

Father Gauthe was a man
before whom his young
victims saw their parents
kneel, a man to whom parent
and child alike confessed sins,
a surrogate father and a figure
of consummate authority.

who are ofien left unsupervised . . . .
Father even took an Abbeville boy out
ol school 1o help him fix his camp. At
the camp is where Father stays con-
stantly,” the letier read.

Frey referred the letter 10 assistanis,
who reporied that the complaints were
superficial. Nu action was taken to
determine  what,  exactly,  Abbeville
boys were doing at the rectory. Ace
cording 1o deposttions, Frey did not

meet with Gauthe about the letter.
Neither did Larroque.

How 1t Unfolded

On June 27, 1980, 2 man met with
Abbeville attorney Paul Hcbert and
said he'd learned his three sons had
been sexually molested by Fr. Gilbert
Gauthe in Henry for several years.
Hebert, a Catholic, says: "My first
thought was not damages: just get rid

of this priest. It was a horror story. 1
called the diocese in Lafayette and
asked for Bishop Frey. Monsignor Lar-
roque told me the bishop was at his
camp in Bay St. Louis. My response
was he ought 10 come back right now.
We went 10 see Larroque.*’

The vicar general met with Hebert,
the father and two of the boys, express-
ing sympathy, pledging that he would
take action. He did, but not faw
enough for attorney Hebert. *‘1
remember calling Larroque every night
for the next three days. | was con-
cerned that some parents might harm
Gauthe. At that time, it had never been
firmly set in my mind. or my clients®,
that the Church had a legal re<pon-
sibility for the tort,” Hebert 10ld The
Times. In a mauter of days, Hebert had
four families waniing representation,
wanting justice.

Larrogue drove to Ray St. L.ouis the
morning after he met with the Hebernt
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party and conferred with the bishop.
Two days later he called Gauthe to the
chancery in Lafayette. “*Gil,”" said
Lartoque, ““we have 4 ig problem. It's
with little boys."" And Gilbert Gauthe
began 10 weep.

Larroque presented Gauthe with
papers he signed, suspending lum from
the pricsthood on the spot. He gave
Gauthe 24 hours to leave Henry. The
next morning Gauthe said mass as
scheduled. When the housckeeper ar-
nived Saturday morning, the priest was
gone. Two ladies of the parish packed
his heavier belongings and sent them to
Napoleonwille where, rumor had w,
he'd gone 1o recuperate from a nervous
breakdown.

The sons of Hebert's initial clients
were abtar boys. The lawyer asked 1 ar-
fogque to bave the Church contact
famihies of all altar boys n Henry and
the ncarby chapel at Esther, where
Gauthe served mass regularly. The

“If most people were like me,”’
says one nun suspicious of
Gauthe, ‘“‘they were afraid to
falsely accuse. The more I
worried about it, I felt caught
between my growing
suspicion and the need to
bring the matter to others.”

parents wanted Gauthe jailed im-
mediately. Hebert explained that it
would require statements by  the
children to legal authornties, and 1his
troubled everyone.

Doubting his own ability to assess
the human damage, Hebert arranged
for psychotherapy sessions with Dr.
lowllion n l.atayette. The children
told Roullion about others, and
others, and others. Faced with widen-

ing legal ramifications, Hebert once
again asked Larroque to have the
Church contact parents of other
children. But, Hebert says, this did not
happen. Weeks passed. Hcbert,
frustrated at the diocese’s procrastina-
tion, contacied a former law schaol
classmate, Raul Bencomo of New
Orleans, a planiffs’ aitorney ex-
pericnced in damages litigation.

**1 Jdidn't want my vision of what |

knew the Church’s legal position to be
alfected by my faith,”” Hebert ex-
plains, **and because of the case being
sa difficult, [ felt it would he better 10
bring in somconc from outside the
area, totally immune.”’

Finally, on Aug. 12, 1983 —six weeks
after Gauthe's removal—Bishop Frey
wrote Hcbert proposing a meeting with
**a core group of lamilics” and a
psychologist. ‘1 have commitied the
financial resources of the diocese for
whatever counseling may be necessary
or advantageous 10 those affected. The
caution which has been exercised
throughout may have been impeded by
the proper communication of the ac-
tions taken by the diocese. This caution
was necessary not simply 10 avoid scan-
dal and harm 0 the Church but
prumarily to asoid any (urther injury or
trauma to the young people and thar
familics ur other innocent parties.'

But by then the dic was cast. Ben-
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como wrote the bishop on August (9 re-
Questing 2 mecting 10 review  the
Church’s insurance policies. “*in the
meantime,”” the Lisyer wrote, *we do
ash that the Church and ity represen-
Latises not mahe contact, aather direct
ly or wmducaly with any ol the
aforenamed tamahies.” The lenter re-
quested (hat Bencomo be contacted on
Al natters pertaone 1o his dients.
“Only Yous tannlies were reterred to
in the lener,” Bencomo says.
“Nottung, vy mind, should have
sopped them trom contacting others. ™
In Lanpary 1983, fhshop Frey has
staned he el D Bowlhon's report on
the viatims thes was accompamed by
an mdependent assessiient wenien by
consulting  pachologist Dr. Bdward
Schwere of New Ordeans, a specialist in
hdd sevual abwse. Because The Tunes
was demied mucrsicws winh D rey and
Larroque, we have been unable 1o
mine  bow  many  tanuhes  of

“We didn’t want to begin and
end with Gauthe. We wanted
to get to the upper councils of
the Church to say, “You’re not
running a good clean house.” ”

—Victims' attorney Raul Bencomo

Gauthe's viciins have, or have not,
been contacted.

Render Unto Cuesar

Shorrly  alier Gauthe's  removal,
Mouton gave a sermon 1in Henry saying
Gauhe left the pansh because of
senous moral mdiscrenions.”” To one
parent he later proposed that the
childien come and confess ther sins,

Gauthe spent several days n

Opclousas after Icaving Henry, saw a
psychiatnst, then returned to his fami-
Iy home in Napolceonville. Larroque re-
mained in contact with him, and in
August, arranged for a screening at the
House of Affirmation, a Church-run
treatment facility for troubled clergy in
Whitinsville, Mass., a  suburb  of
Boston. Gauthe returned 10 Napoleon-
ville where he lived for another two
months before departing for the House

of Affirmation. He remained in treat-
ment there for the following year. The
Lafayette Diocese paid the bill.

By October 1983, Raul Bencomo was
well into negotiations with lawyers for
the Church and insurance compamies
on claims of nine vicums and their
families. The legal premise behind the
suits is ‘‘respondeat superior,”” which
means, simply, thar an organization
may be found liable lor dumages by its
employees. In parishes across America,
Church insurance policies cover such
possible mishaps, like automobile ac-
cidents involving clergy or injuries to
visitors on Church property.

Bob Wright of L.afayctte represented
the diocese. New  Orleans  lawser
Thomas Rayer represenied e arch-
diocese, and Robert l.cake, also of
New Orleans, served as lead counsel
for a bevy of insurance companics
holding the diocesc's policies. These
arc: Lloyds of London, Fire and
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Long sessions among the lawyers
dealt with hard questions. How does a
carrier compensate for the destruction
of innocence? How many years of
treatment, and at what projected cost,
are necessary in a lifecycle forecast to
treat a sexually abused child?

““We took the position,’" Bencomo
says, *‘that the psychological processes
involved in incest cases were the same
here. My concern has been privacy to
protect the kids.” By spring of 1984,
with settiement negutiailons drawing
to a close, nine months had passed
since Gauthe’s removal, and not a
word had surfaced in the media.

On his end, Heberi had to deal with
clients who wanted Gauthe arresied
and put in jal. Early on, he had ar-
ranged a meeting winth lus clients and
District Atiorney Nathan Stansbury,
who explained thai, fo return an indict-
ment, a grand jury would need
testimony from sictuimized children.
The parties agreed that Dr. Bouillion,
conunumg therapy with ihe young peo-
ple, would prepare them tor the even-
tual testimony.

Bencomo 100k an aggressive ap-
proach in the setilement negotiations.
**We didn’t want to begin and end with
Gauthe. We wanted 10 get 10 upper
councils of the Church 1o say, 'You're
not running a good clean house.’

| think they've been totally remiss
toward their Hlock. | wanied a broader
type of rccovery and redress. They
should be otfering psychological
counscling to all the attlicted families
at their expense. The Chiurch was iry-
ing 10 obviate the need ltur publicity
with the sctilements. They did at-
tempt—because of contulentiality—to
pay fair damages m cach instance. |
sull wanted them to circulate 2 memo,
1o have the hishop issue edicts for new
procedurcs to check such mstances.
The amount of suffering a child will in-
cur—the sleepless nights, clements that
are intangible, but real: like loss of in-
nocence—all this was crucial.

**[ as a lawver am distinguishing be-
tween the Church as a business-like in-
stitution and the Church as a religious
institution. | was an altn boy and once
considered the priesthood. My course
of action. my lawsuit, my anger stems
from the fact that the Church, at least
the diocesc tn Lafayette, is a poorly
managed. snoddily run operation.”

In June of 1984, the negotiations
concluded. The S4-million-plus settle-
ment was spread among nine plaintif fs:
2 third of the fees went 10 atiorneys,
with medical and professional expenses
deducted. But an emotional wall divid-
ed the Vermilion families from the
Church; they wanted to re-establish 2
human rapport. Hebert contacted the
chancery, and Msgr. Larroque agreed
10 a retreat. Jesuits at Grand Coteau
scheduled a weekend, but the diocese
backed down on grounds that new
litigation with other families prevented
-the -bishop's _participation for legal

feasons. W
“As a lawyer I understood that.

says Hebert, “*but as a Catholic 1 was
disappointed by the absence of a
spiritual reconciliation.* c

End of Part |




